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19 January 1983

MEMOBANDUR FUR:  Uirestor of Central intelligence

SUBJECT: utatus ieport en Surfaeing of KX

1. This nenerandur: is for your information only.

¢. decent discussicas with Hereld Brown and I'v. Fubini have
provided the following inforsation on the status of surfacing the 1<
program:

&, Vhen the Presidest sew Lr, Kililan's letter, he
indicated he would not uign off on any procedure until Lr.
Killian hod fndicated his comcurrence., Therefore, attempts
were made to get Lr, Efllian to come to Washington to look
&t the iic.ene~lkicHNenmrs agreed procedure, Since [r. Eiien
was unavailable, Lr. Zaker came in hs place and discusved
this with various Lol officials and with ¥r, Bundy,

3. Lre. firewn and iubini sre not happy with the approach in
the McCome-lieNamars agreenent which involves briefing large
mumbers of Congres:men o i l'op becret but false basis, They hve
progosed & new white versioa, s copy of which is enclosed. I believe
that this white version was ciscussed with Ir. Baker. Secretary
LeNsmara has refused to recoasider the question since he believas
he bas arrived at an agreed s cdus vivendi,

4. Om Friday, 1B Jumuery, the MeCone=deNamara agreement

was shown to Dr, Klllisn sac i o, Land, who concurred in the proecdure,

Presvmably, Bsker expressed ais reservations and those of the Lo
but this did not change Ur. Lillian's and Lir. Land's views. | further
understand that L'r. ‘isker wxi A'r, ilundy have writtes to Lr. kilijan
stating their worries about the groposal and hmve asked Dr. Killian
to reconsider the matter. 4A: of the present moment t is Bot knowr:
whether Dirs. sillian and ianc will change their views and re-open

the guestion.
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5, I personally consider that ihe new Lol white version is
little better than the originel. i believe their paper drastically over-
states and is misleading relative to the present status of seeurity oa
the project. The substitution of 3 fighter for a general purpose sirerafl
will not, in my opinien, make the story any ore plausible, and it
will be no thue st sll before the aireraft will be labelled as & U~2
follow=on. Then the Coveran eat is back in the very undesirable
position of being officially involved in suck a development, and all
of the writers will be yiver a free license 1o speculate and leak out
4s much information s5 they possibly can on the developwent. © bile
I algo have gome reservations about the Top Seeret briefing of lurge
mmbers of Congressp.en on ¢ felre EX atory, 1 do not believe that
the new Dol white version is preferable. & completely black progran:,
on which only cleared members of Cengress are briefed on the facte,
would, ian my opinton, be the best, i gether that one of the political
reasons why some pecple wish & white program involves a desire to
get Gen. Shriever and his neople inte the developurent pleture, whieh
would be {mpossible in a biack sttuation,

HERBERT SCOVILLE, Jr,
Leputy Lirector
(lesearch)

Attachment

cc: [OF 8 |
Lxec Lir

i R/ HScoville:mh
Listribution:

#1 - DCl wlatt

#2 - GLCY

#3 « Exec Uirector

#4 - ALJOSA

#5 « DR bubj

#6 - DR Chrono

Loy jc’ .
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